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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2011-130
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Member Johnson
Date of Introduction: February 22, 2011
Committee(s) of Reference: R
Date of Analysis: February 24, 2011
Type of Action: Proposed City Charter amendment; authorization and direction for public referendum
Bill Summary: The bill would amend the City Charter in Article 7, Chapter 2 – Office of General Counsel – to establish a term limit of 8 years for future General Counsels and to increase the minimum legal experience requirement for a General Counsel from 5 to 10 years, including at least 5 years of civil practice in private, judicial or governmental practice with a city or county governmental agency.  Amendment of the Charter is contingent upon approval by the City’s voters at a referendum to be held in conjunction with the City general election on May 17, 2011.  The bill authorizes the Supervisor of Elections to place the referendum question on the May 17 ballot.
Background Information: The Charter currently provides that a General Counsel shall serve a term that coincides with the term of office of the mayor by whom he or she was appointed.  The Charter is silent on the subject of reappointment of a General Counsel to an additional term by a subsequent mayor.
Policy Impact Area: General Counsel qualifications and term of office
Fiscal Impact: None
Analyst: Clements
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